Contact Your Health Plan about the new 2010 CPT codes.
 

The ACC is working to ensure the new cardiovascular CPT codes are ready for use beginning January 1, 2010.  To complete this goal, we are encouraging all cardiovascular practices to alert your health plans of the coming charges to SPECT-MPI coding. Below is the letter template which has 3 goals: 
 

· To inform the payers of the new SPECT-MPI codes
· To express the importance to correctly input and implement the new codes
· To request a date and time to discuss the SPECT-MPI codes' reimbursement for 2010
 

Each practice should copy and paste this letter onto your practice letterhead and type the health plan name and contact information. Finally, mail/e-mail to the most appropriate contact. 
 

The ACC is also stressing the importance of correct and timely implementation regarding the 2010 CPT changes to SPECT-MPI, Cardiac Computed Tomography (CCT) and Cardiac Magnetic Resonance (CMR).

Let us know if you have any questions by contacting Henry McCants at hmccants@acc.org or 202-375-6642. 

<<Practice Letterhead>>
Date

Provider Contact

Title

Health Plan

Address

City, State Zip

RE: 2010 CPT Codes for SPECT & Planar Myocardial Perfusion Imaging

Dear Provider Contact:

Beginning January 1, 2010, the American Medical Association will implement new combined CPT® codes for the cardiac diagnostic imaging tests: Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography Myocardial perfusion imaging (SPECT-MPI), single and multiple studies, with wall motion and with ejection fraction and Myocardial Perfusion Imaging Planar, single and multiple studies, with wall motion and ejection fraction. Our cardiovascular practice is writing to inform your <<Health plan>> of these changes and highlight the importance of accurately implementing and correctly inputting the new codes into your claims processing systems in a timely manner. We would also like to open negotiations for its reimbursement for the coming year. 
We have enclosed a detailed table created by the AMA and the American College of Cardiology that explains the four new nuclear cardiology CPT codes for 2010.  It shows the relationship between the 2009 CPT codes and the new codes with their descriptors.  The new codes combine the base SPECT-MPI codes (CPT 78460-78465) with the two add-on codes for wall motion and ejection fraction (CPT 78478 and 78480, respectively). These changes depict a more accurate description of how the services are typically performed. Please remember these new packaged codes do NOT include reporting of a stress test when performed. Providers should continue to report CPT 93015-93018 in addition to the four new CPT codes.
The new codes create a simplified and efficient way to bill for these cardiovascular diagnostic procedures.  With the high utilization volume of SPECT-MPI in our practice and nationwide, it’s essential for your health plan to properly implement these new codes beginning January 1, 2010.  We urge <<Health plan>> to implement these coding changes as soon as possible. 

As a result of these CPT changes, our practice would like to discuss our SPECT-MPI reimbursement for the upcoming year.  Please contact me at ____________ or ____________ to setup a date and time to address our practice’s fee schedule. 
We look forward to working with you regarding these coding changes. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 
Sincerely,

CEO, CV Practice

Enclosure

Attachment 1
	2010 CPT Code
	Description
	Comments

	• 78451
	Myocardial perfusion imaging, tomographic (SPECT) (including attenuation correction, qualitative or quantitative wall motion, ejection fraction by first pass or gated technique, additional quantification, when performed); single study, at rest or stress (exercise or pharmacologic)
	New. Crosswalk 78464 plus 78478 & 78480

	• 78452
	Myocardial perfusion imaging, tomographic (SPECT) (including attenuation correction, qualitative or quantitative wall motion, ejection fraction by first pass or gated technique, additional quantification, when performed); multiple studies, at rest and/or stress (exercise or pharmacologic) and/or redistribution and/or rest reinjection
	New. Crosswalk 78465 plus 78478 & 78480

	• 78453
	Myocardial perfusion imaging, planar (including qualitative or quantitative wall motion, ejection fraction by first pass or gated technique, additional quantification, when performed); single study, at rest or stress (exercise or pharmacologic)
	New. Crosswalk 78460

	• 78454
	Myocardial perfusion imaging, planar (including qualitative or quantitative wall motion, ejection fraction by first pass or gated technique, additional quantification, when performed); multiple studies, at rest and/or stress (exercise or pharmacologic) and/or redistribution and/or rest reinjection
	New. Crosswalk 78461

	78460
	Myocardial perfusion imaging; (planar) single study, at rest or stress (exercise and/or pharmacologic), with or without quantification
	Deleted

	78461
	Myocardial perfusion imaging; multiple studies (planar), at rest and/or stress (exercise and/or pharmacologic), and redistribution and/or rest injection, with or without quantification
	Deleted

	78464
	Myocardial perfusion imaging; tomographic (SPECT), single study (including attenuation correction when performed), at rest or stress (exercise and/or pharmacologic), with or without quantification
	Deleted

	78465
	Myocardial perfusion imaging; tomographic (SPECT), multiple studies (including attenuation correction when performed), at rest and/or stress (exercise and/or pharmacologic) and redistribution and/or rest injection, with or without quantification
	Deleted

	•
	(78460–78465 have been deleted. To report, see 78451–78454)
	Parenthetical to direct provider to new codes. Be careful to crosswalk the deleted add-on codes with charges, in addition to the base codes.


	•
	(Do not report 78472, 78473 in conjunction with 78451-78454, 78481, 78483, 78494)
	CPT added clarification, look for a new CCI edit.


	78478
	Myocardial perfusion study with wall motion, qualitative or quantitative study (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)
	Crosswalk 78478 with 78451 or 78452

	
	(Use 78478 in conjunction with 78460, 78461, 78464, 78465)
	

	78480
	Myocardial perfusion study with ejection fraction (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)
	Crosswalk 78480 with 78451 or 78452

	
	(Use 78480 in conjunction with 78460, 78461, 78464, 78465)
	

	•
	(78478, 78480 have been deleted. To report, see 78451–78454)
	Parenthetical to direct provider to new codes. Be careful to cross walk the deleted add-on codes with charges, in addition to the base codes.


	•
	(Do not report 78481-78483 in conjunction with 78451–78454)
	CPT added clarification, look for a new CCI edit.


	
	The new CPT codes do NOT include reporting of a stress test when performed. Providers should continue to report CPT 93015-93018 in addition to the four new CPT codes.

	Note: CPT only © 2009 American Medical Association. All Rights Reserved. Fee schedules, relative value units, conversion factors and/or related components are not assigned by the AMA, are not part of CPT, and the AMA is not recommending their use. The AMA does not directly or indirectly practice medicine or dispense medical services. The AMA assumes no liability for data contained or not contained herein.

	CPT® is a registered trademark of the American Medical Association


